WG : a miscellany of letters, 1944 to 2003

This batch of letters and inscribed novels passed from Cornish journalist
Michael Williams into the book trade circa 2015

(1) A copy of WG's 1944 novel The Merciless Ladies was recently offered
for sale online described thus:
A good reading copy of the first edition with a literary letter in the author's
hand to his friend H. S. Read. The letter is pasted down on the free front
end-paper and reads:
Dear Readie, this book is rather a change from my usual
style but I think you must have a copy. Have you read The
Small Back Room by Nigel Balchin? About the back room
boys and other things right up your street. Rings the
authentic note all through. Fran joins us, all the best.
Yours Winston
On the opposite free front endpaper Graham writes:
H. S. Read with the compliments of the author, 22/1/44

*****

Alexandra "Chouchoune"
Passani (1907-1985)
(see page 8 below)

(2) Two short letters to Miss Cond, a Sidmouth gift shop owner, responding to
requests for an autograph. Though undated, it is clear from WG's address (in
Perranporth) that they must pre-date 1960:

1957

(3) Lorin Maazel (1930-2014) was an American conductor, violinist and composer. WG wrote to him on 3 February 1963 (two sides) after an enjoyable
evening out with Jean at the Festival Hall. The letter demonstrates that, as well
as receiving many fan-letters, WG occasionally wrote them too.

Lorin Maazel in 1970

Next page: part of the Val Baker archive held by Kresen Kernow, Redruth

(4) Letter dated 1 November 1963 on a single side to Gregory and Veronique
Peck, who through the summer of 1960 lived next door to WG as he worked, in
Cap Ferrat, France, on The Grove of Eagles

Joe is Veronique's younger brother and "Shoshone" [actually Chouchoune] their
Russian-born mother. WG told Susan Hill that he "admired her more than any
other woman I ever met". In Memoirs he wrote: "Her charm of character and
personality made a great impression on me, and generations later she surfaced
as Shona in The Green Flash."

(i) re "John Kimberley" (see
previous page)

(ii) WG presented the Pecks
with a copy of The Grove of
Eagles (UK edition) with this
inscription:

(5) Letter dated 13 October 1965, on a single side, found in a second-hand copy
of The Grove of Eagles:

(Thanks to BF)

(6) Letter of condolence dated 3 August 1967 on two sides to Lucile Moore
Tewkesbury-born John Moore (1907-1967) was Gloucestershire's best-known and
loved author of the twentieth century. A gifted naturalist and communicator and one
of the earliest to draw attention to conservation issues, Moore was described by Sir
Compton Mackenzie as the most talented writer about the countryside of his
generation. In a relatively short life (he died at the age of 59 following surgery in a
Bristol hospital) John Moore packed in a great deal. As well as writing 34 books (about
half of them novels), he was instrumental in launching the Tewkesbury Festival of Plays
and the Cheltenham Literary Festival. He gave wartime service first in the Fleet Air Arm
then, following injury, as a naval press attaché at Supreme Allied Headquarters, in
which role he participated in the D-Day landings, going ashore at Arromanches-lesBains. He wrote two plays, collected and wrote knowledgeably about moths and
butterflies, broadcast regularly on the BBC and penned many articles for assorted
publications as well as a weekly column that ran in the Birmingham Evening Mail for
eighteen years. His last novel The Waters Under the Earth (1965) stands as an enduring
testament to his gifts; his You English Words (1961) is one of the best books on the
delights of the English language you'll ever read. That last title comes from the first
line of a poem by Edward Thomas, whose Life & Letters Moore published in 1939.
John Moore and Winston Graham were near-contemporaries, born in November 1907
and June 1908 respectively. Both first drew attention as "regional writers"; both were
members of the Savile Club; both served as chairman of the Management Committee
of the Society of Authors. Indeed, Moore's untimely death on 27 July 1967 fell during
WG's tenure of that office. Thus it fell to him to write a letter of condolence to Moore's
widow Lucile. But he did so not formally, officially, dryly, as an office-holder, but from
his home, as a friend:
Dear Lucile,
I think we have only met twice, but I feel I must write to say how distressed
and shocked I was to learn of John's untimely death. It seems only like three
weeks - but is probably nearer three months - since I saw him last at a Foyle's
Literary Luncheon; and he then looked as well and as cheerful as I have ever
seen him.
As a colleague, and as an old friend at the Savile, I shall much miss him, and
he will be equally missed by many others. He had a warmth and generosity
of personality which is all too rare. I was on the Committee of Management
of the Society of Authors some ten or eleven years ago when he was
Chairman, and these qualities - together with tact and balance & great
understanding - were of immense value in helping to steer the Society
through an unusually difficult year. It is an infinite pity that such a fine writer
& fine man should have been lost to us all so soon.

Believe me, most sincerely
Winston

John Moore (1907-1967)
Note: the original copy of this letter is preserved
in Gloucestershire County Archives

(7) This postcard, on which WG
sends thanks for a "very nice
dinner", was recently sold with
a signed first edition of The
Black Moon. The addressee, Mr.
Frederic Stanley "Stan" Hodges,
was a "well-known Sussex bookseller in regular contact with
WG through the late 1960s and
early 1970s." (Information from
John Hodges, with thanks)

(8) Letter dated 31 December 1973 on two sides to a Mrs Cross, in which, after
hoping she feels The Black Moon "continues the [Poldark] story in the right
tradition," ends disingenuously …

WG writes:
… It only carries the history forward another two years and, I fear,
leaves rivalries unsolved, so, some day, who knows, there may
even be a sixth.
Who knows? By then he did, I'm sure.

(9) Letter dated 29 June 1974 to Arthur Lyne

Truro solicitor Arthur Lyne (1913-2009) not only advised WG re legal aspects of
The Tumbled House (1959) but, as a keen local historian, was surely also one of
the Poldark author's numerous touchstones re Old Cornwall. Here WG belatedly
answers a question from his friend about Truro's Powder Street.

(10) Letter dated 16 January 1976 on two sides to a Mrs Kilby:

WG re Poldark on television: "I, too, enjoy a lot of it …" and, re the huge
sale of paperbacks generated by the TV series: "There are six presses in
Glasgow working all day and every day printing those books, so there's
no shortage."

*****
Fontana issued a matching set of
the four early Poldark novels in
1973 – on page 16 above, WG
writes about their covers. The
models
… were hand-picked from a
photographic agency and then
sent down to Cornwall to be
taken on the spot. It happened
to be an exceptionally cold
time: you will notice snow on
the gate that 'Demelza' is
holding …
… and the young lady does indeed
look very cold.

*****

(11) Postcard postmarked 16 April 1977 from WG to Arthur Lyne

"Despite this card, have just returned from France," WG writes.
The picture seems to be of Cape Town! (Thanks PS)

(12) WG met Alan Price during filming of the second series of Poldark in 1977
through the musician's association with Jill Townsend, the American actress who
played Elizabeth. The couple first met on the set of Alfie Darling in 1974.
On 11 June 1977 WG
wrote to Price to thank
him for the gift of an
unnamed record "full
of musicianship – and
lovely and unexpected
backing" which "we
shall keep … with pleasure (and) be playing …
a lot over the next
months." He enclosed
with his letter a signed
and dated copy of The
Grove of Eagles (see
dedication below).

Alfie Darling: Townsend and Price
on location in 1974
He also offered to propose the
younger man for membership of
the Savile Club – an offer duly taken
up. WG records in Memoirs 2.10
that Price "remained a member for
many years".

*****

(13) Letter dated 21 January 1983 to a Mr Capper:

(14) Letter dated 29 November 1987 on two sides to Mrs F:

On his early novels: "I have suppressed them and really would like them to
sink without trace – though they were invaluable to me at the time. Now
and then, however, as you observe, I haul one out, brush it up, and it gets
launched afresh …"
On Robin Ellis and a possible third series of Poldark: "I think he feels that a
third series would mainly be about the children, and he would not be willing
to play a subsidiary part – but both Angharad Rees and Ralph Bates say they
would be happy to appear if the opportunity were to arise."

(15) Letter, undated, probably late 1992, from WG to father and daughter
Arthur and Sally Lyne. He writes:
"In May Jean developed leukaemia and it has been a downhill battle ever since. We face a bleak Christmas, but I send
you a happy photograph of her teaching her grandchildren
to gamble. That seems appropriate."
Jean died on 21 December 1992.

*****

(16) Letter dated 2 August 1999 (two sides cut into one) to this author:

(17) This letter has been transcribed because the original, on Abbotswood

House notepaper, dated 25 March 2002 and signed by WG, is rather
difficult to read:

Dear Mr [Illegible]
Long long ago I had a letter from you. Normally I try to
reply to my letters fairly quickly, except for letters such
as yours, which abound with questions.
I have been in the middle of a long – very last – Poldark
novel which I began in May 2000 and is only just
complete. It will be published, at least in England, later
this year and is called 'Bella Poldark'.
Even now at this late stage I hesitate to begin to answer
your questions; it could as well take a half-hour speech
or a lengthy disquisition to reply. It just isn't on, sorry,
even if I would rather like to.
As a change from writing I am a great gardener. I bought
this house with 12 acres nearly 40 years ago and for
recreation – although I have a collection of pictures –
my main interest lies in plants and shrubs. I don't know
of any particular influences that have shaped [my
books] – many small ones, of course. Before I begin an
18th Century novel, I always read an American book
called "An 18th Century Miscellany" [edited by Louis
Kronenberger, G.P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1936] to
dip into Swift, Sterne, Sheridan, Gibbon, just to get the
feel of their prose and dialogue.
Yours sincerely
Winston Graham

(18) 2002, recipient unknown

(19) Letter dated 16 November 2002 on three sides to this author:

The text above refers to "sending a stat" i.e. a page photocopied from his Memoirs
manuscript – the passage in question concerns his persistent refusal to re-issue
his "sub-standard" early Ward, Lock novels, and his reasons why.

(20) Postcard, dated 1 March 2003, to this author:

The "full house" WG refers to is a complete set of his early WL novels;
he says, surprisingly, that he is "about four short".

