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(2) short fiction

“ Winston Graham was a master of the short
story toa a model for the aspiring author.
Construction, shape and pace are Iin all his
stories, short and long. He shows the import
ance of conflict anddilemma, his characters
developing in the eye and the imagination of the
reader like a photograph in the photographer's
darkroom.’,

Fifty famous Cornish FolRornishman2000



(a) COLLECTHME JAPANESE GIRL & OTHER STORIES

PublisherCollinsLondon, 1971
Pages255
Dedicationnone

When an acknowledged master of

one literary form turns wit equal

I excelence to another, his readers can
anticipateadoublepleasureThemany
thousands who have enjoyed (¢
novels will find in thiscollection of

short stories the same narrative skKill,

fﬁ ' /d /)d/Z( S€ g[l / subtle evocation of setting and powers

of characterization that have disting

{ e, ¢ uished such bestellers asThe Grove

:1 /ﬁ//j Y N of Eagles, Angell, Pearl & Little God
\(F é” o A and The Walking Stick.overs of the

[ I / | short story,starved of fare which is
fg}/ﬁ/ ! y bothcontemporaryinthemeandinthe
\Y g : & great traditions of shorstory writing,
_;;;.‘g‘, other stories have here a banquet, where the only

problem is what to savour first ...

Comprising fourteen WG short stories as follows:

THE JAPANESE GIRL, NIHBICI EARING, COTTY'S COVE,

THE ISLAND, GIBB, AT THE CHALET LARTREC, VIVE LE ROI, THE
CORNISH FARM{BNIGWAM, THE OLD BOYSAD KNOWN

SAM TAYLOR FOR YEARS, THE BASKET CHAIR, JACKA'S FIGHT
and BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD

THE MEDICI EARNG is on®f the first short stories \iston Graham
wrote and his first published, in 1935THE JAPANESE GIRL and AT THE
CHALET LARTREGt published in 1947and heresubstantiallyrevised)

both impress. THE ISLAND is of interest because, partly autobiogidaphica
it features brief perportraits of both of his parents as well as remembered



details of his own childoodlin 1982 the lasteight of the fourteen stories
listed abovewere republished in large print format by Chivers Press, Bath,
asThe Cornish FarnThough often cited as a second volume of WG short
stories} The Cornish Farmontains nothing not previously found ifhe
Japanese Girl

Reviews
The Japanese Girl & Other Stories by Winston Graham

Winston Graham is always a very practiced entrepremda genre which
incorporates a good many traditional features and primarily suspense and
you will recognize many of the backgrounds here (Cornwall[lib&ing

ring, Sothebys) which have occasioned some of his novels.

There arefourteen short stories here of assorted length and strength: the
disappearance and / or discovery of a "Medici-Eag" which becomes an
affair of qualified trust; the lifelong vigil in Cornwall #osailor who comes

out of the mist; the convict who breaks jail, steals a car and borrows a
bicycle to see his own child, a faibd-run victim; the phantasmagoria of
"The Island" and further possession in a tenanted "Basket Chair"; while the
title story deals with the bestaid plan to make off with a large sum of
money, deliberately serve a jail sentence, and then enjoy it fully when ...

Mr. Graham needs no introduction and his showmanship is so assured that
it does seem decisiveKirkug

A collectiorof short stories by a master craftsmgiaily Telegraph)

The Japanese Gloly Winston Graham is a collection of short stories, of
which [the title story] is perhaps the best. It would do credit to O. Henry
and is nearly as good a yarn as [that writeglglssic "Gift of the Magi". One

or two of the stories are rather slight; almost fragment&rjor example
"The Island" which | felt fell short of the mark. "The Medici-ag" and

"At the Chalet Lartrec" are excellent and none of the stories is ddd. |
enjoy short stories as well as poetry as a change from my more constant
diet of novels and this is an extremely good collectidine( Lockhart Post
Registe)



ThroughoutThe Japanese Gitthere is displayed a masterly profess
alism (Sunday Telegraph)

The Japanese GbYy Winston Graham, [thougld mixed bagisdefinitely
a worthwhile read.

"The Medici Earing', a mystery that tries the friendship of all those
present [features] a twist ending; possibly an early foray into the realm of
the unreliable narrator concept.

"I 2 00 @& QiaX |/ |aybSpheric tale about unrequited lowé Graham

has the pleasant knack of putting the reader in the scene, whetlsethiat

coveor elsewhere:’X (KS FTNRad KlFla O2YS R24Y
branch and brick and flag, and the pools in the dented road are glazing over
like the eyes of a man dyifigOr this:"The bay windows spread wide like

an aldermars waistcoat. | particulaty liked this:"Thenwith sweat crawd

ing all over him like a nest of worms, he jerked ahéad.

"At the Chalet Lartréccomes of'being benighted on the Bernina Pass in
the first snow of wintet, Graham sayX He creates eeriness with few
words:"There was no one about, and the wind whistled through the slit
between the houses like an errand boy with bad teétk. Another fine
twist in this tale, too.

"The Cornish FarfinX has plenty of atmosphere, as well as humoUA
tale of mystery and perhaps madness; the reader must decide.

"The BasketChdih & | X Of SOSNI G fS Ay GKS w
"Jackss Fight X A anexeellent pugilistic tale.
At the books publicaton, theSunday Timesaid,"Real versatility in setting

and background. That sums up this collection. If you appreciate short
story writing, you should enjoy many of these examples. (Nik Morton)

Page253 Doubleday, 1972 / Chivers Press, 1982
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(b) UNCOLLECT,EHWBLISHED

WG wasnot a prolificwriter of short stoies Nonetheless, in addition to
the fourteen pieces collected ihe Japanese Gimt least eight others
were published during his lifetime:

(1) CRYSTAL CLEARWIndsor MagazingVdume 84, # 502,
October 1936)

(2) MYSTERY AT BRO(WEWindsor MagazingVolume 88, #
526, October 1938)

(3) THE SUNCHURCH WON&EBhn Bull7 June 1958)

(4) THE CIRCU@ Winter's Crimes Volume, &d. George
Hardinge, Macmillan, 1974; also in at leaste other short
fiction anthologie$andthe Australian Woren's Weeklyof 23
April 1975)



(5) NOTHING IN THE LIBRARYVinter's Crimes Volume 19
ed. Hilary Hale, Macmillan, 1987)

(6) ECLIPH[ih the Sunday Express Magazioe8 August 1999
to help publicise the Pan Macmillan paperback editio lo¢
Ugly Sister

(7) THE HORSE DEAI(&Rud Paynter story serialised in three
parts in regional newspapé¢he Western Morning Newsn 23
April, 30 Apil and 7 May 2002to promote Bella Poldark

(8) MEETING DEMEL®@hother Poldark sphoff, this time in
Scryfa Volume 1, ed. Simon Parker, Giss 'On Books, March
2003)

InMay 2002, Simon Parker interviewed WG in his St. Austell hotel bedroom
to help generate publicity for the then newpublishedBella Poldarkin
2015,herecalled the encounter:

At the time of our meeting, | was also about to unveil a new
venture, a jounal calledScryfavhich intended to celebrate the
best of contemporary Cornish writin§cryfaeventually ran to
twelve issues, but ahead of its launch | was looking for a high
profile idea to help promote that first issue.

Ever interested in what othevriters were up to, Winston was
fascinated to hear of a journal that promised to be a worthy
successor to Denys Val Baké&tanish Revieysee page389

X and Sir Arthur Quiller Coucl€®rnish Magazing

Quick as a flash, he said: "I'll write you argtfor Scryfa!"
Slightly taken aback by such a generous offer from this giant of
Cornish literature, | nevertheless metaphorically bit his hand

off.

The result wasleeting Demelz®
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In the period 19358, Windsormagazine published three WG stories (Oct
1938 issue shown) Gcryfa Volume I, Giss 'On Books, 2003 / Betwéaely



1965 and May 1971, Argosypublished ten WG storiesSépt. 1970 issue
shown) / BetweenMay 1947 andJanuaryl1959,John Bulpublished five
serialisedWGnovels and three stories (7 June 1958ueshown).

Below:WG's COTTY's COVE first appeared in this Denys ValeBua&dr
anthology published by the Museum Press in 1951. In the period-8975
Baker anthologised a furthéen WG stories for William Kimber and one
(JACKA'S FIGH®) Penguin.

ONE AND ALL

Sf orLes
+rom

Cornwall

* DENYS VAL BAKER



Note: THE MAN FROM THE MO@Rr{ Bu)l24 January 1959) is an early
version ofGIBB, anthologised "stories" "Dinner at Trenwith" and "Jud's
Funeral" are nothing more than chapters excerpted fi@oss Poldar&nd
Jeremy Poldarkespectively, the 1954 North American syndicated "cemp
lete novel"Cornish Masquéseepage 110is aheavily abridged version of
Warlegganand the BBCRadio4 Extra story "Rossand Demelza" first
broadcast in March 2014, is anothRpss Poldarkft ¢ thus nothing new.

Kenneth Benton
Christianna Brand
Gwendoline Butler

Ivor Drummond

Elizabeth Ferrars

Val Gielgud
Winston Graham
P.M. Hubbard
Mary Ingate
Anthony Lejeune
Jennie Melville
Miles Tripp
John Wainwright
Colin Watson
P. B.Yuill

(C) UNCOLLECTED, UNPUBLISHED

TheRCMGraham archive holdsanuscript copies of four unpublished WG
stories:

(1) SIGH NO MORE, LADY

An undated typescript of 29 pages or about 7,000 words, SIGH NO MORE,
LADY opens in the compartment of a passenger train in Milan station.
George Carroll is @he. A young lady in a light grey suit, attractive but



agitated, steps in, deposits her suitcase and leaves. When the train starts
to move and she hasn't returned, he looks out to see her standing at the
end of the platform in animated conversation witlmaan. In order that she
might not be parted from her luggage, he throws it out of the window. A
few moments later, the lady renters the compartment. "I'm fearfully
sorry," he blusters. "Foolish confusion of light grey costumes ..."

She's a vexed Swiss miss called Vreni Hemminger and you can probably
write the ending for yourself. Fun of the forgettable kind.

(2) THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY

A short and patently true story of a broiler chicken that, having escaped its
crate when factorybound, finds itself in WG's garden. The bird is adopted,
rehabilitated, christened Tuesday and eventually, due to the Grahams'
travel commitments, resettled with an obliging neighbour.

Probably dates from 1961, the year WG spent, between homes, ineldckfi
Six typed pages.

(3) MILLENNIUM

The lead character in ECLIRSEe page55), Miss Hester Trelawneire
woofe, is reprised in this wedkandwritten late-era story of 3,530 words.
Though the RMcatalogue dates it "2002/2003", that cannot be rigfut

it is followed in its notebook by jottings concerning Paul and Daisy Kellow
that WG must have set down during the compositionB#ila Poldark
which was published in May 2002. MILLENNIUM was probably written in
2000.

(4) CHRISTMAS AT NAMPARA, 1820

In the closingchapter of the final Poldark noveBella PoldarkDemelza
tells Mrs Pelham:

| am planning this Christmas party ... Ross and | and Bella are
leaving for home next Thursday. Christopher will come down
with Edward and Clowance on SaturdByight and Caroline



will certainly join in with their children. Then my daughter

law Cubyc who | think you have never metwith my grand
daughter, will certainly be there ... For me this will be a very
important party. It will be quite small, but Iddwant all my
friends, and you, dear Mrs Pelham, | count as one of the
dearest.

The book ends before the party takes pladsut it took place nonetheless,
described by WG in a 3gage typescript that, potently nostalgic, reads as
though it wasoriginally conceived as a capstone for novel and saga both
(though, like the published text, the extant notebook manuscript-con
cludesg seepage 238&; with the crossing of the Tamar). All the same, coda
or not, within Bella or without, CHRISTMAS AT NAMPAB20 remains

for Ross and Demelza, for Dwight and Caroline, for Clowance and Edward,
for Cuby and Philip, for Bella and Christopher, and for Winston Graham,
creator of them all, the true Poldark adieu.

(5) SERGBIBROTHER

TheRCMarchive also incluek a letter dated 23 December 1937 from WG's
first literary agentR. P. Wattof A. P. Watt & SarHe writes

Dear Mr. Graham,

| am glad to be able to tell you that we have received a very
favourable report on your "SERGEI'S BROTHER" and as | think
that it may be of interest to you, | quote below an extract from

it. Our reader wrote:

"This story is neither a commercialised affai
written mechanically to a formula, nor is it a shape
less product of esoterism. It has a plot, very good
background, and it is about something. This theme
Is religious, suggesting that the experiences of a
priest flying incognito from Russia in 1917 niaey
related to the feelings of Peter in Matthew Ch. 26.
This is my own crude version: Mr. Graham is
careful to underline nothing."



and he added:
"This story seems to me to possess real literary
distinction: | have a high regard for Mr. Graham's

writing."

Unfortunately, although he RCM catalogue lists two typescripts of
SERGEI'S BROTHB#h are missing from the archive.

lllustration from ELIPSEBunday Expreddagazine 8 August 1999



