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(2) short fiction 

 

 
 

 

  Winston Graham was a master of the short 
story too: a model for the aspiring author. 
Construction, shape and pace are in all his 
stories, short and long. He shows the import-
ance of conflict and dilemma, his characters 
developing in the eye and the imagination of the 
reader like a photograph in the photographer's 
darkroom.  

 
 

Fifty famous Cornish Folk, Cornishman, 2000  



(a) COLLECTED: THE JAPANESE GIRL & OTHER STORIES 
 

Publisher: Collins, London, 1971 
Pages: 255 
Dedication: none 

 
       When an acknowledged master of 
one literary form turns with equal 
excellence to another, his readers can 
anticipate a double pleasure. The many 
thousands who have enjoyed WG's 
novels will find in this collection of 
short stories the same narrative skill, 
subtle evocation of setting and powers 
of characterization that have disting-
uished such best-sellers as The Grove 
of Eagles, Angell, Pearl & Little God 
and The Walking Stick. Lovers of the 
short story, starved of fare which is 
both contemporary in theme and in the 
great traditions of short story writing, 
have here a banquet, where the only 
problem is what to savour first ...  

 
Comprising fourteen WG short stories as follows:  
 

THE JAPANESE GIRL, THE MEDICI EAR-RING, COTTY'S COVE, 
THE ISLAND, GIBB, AT THE CHALET LARTREC, VIVE LE ROI, THE 
CORNISH FARM, THE WIG-WAM, THE OLD BOYS, I HAD KNOWN 
SAM TAYLOR FOR YEARS, THE BASKET CHAIR, JACKA'S FIGHT 
and BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD  

 
THE MEDICI EAR-RING is one of the first short stories Winston Graham 
wrote and his first published, in 1935.1 THE JAPANESE GIRL and AT THE 
CHALET LARTREC (first published in 19472 and here substantially revised) 
both impress. THE ISLAND is of interest because, partly autobiographical, 
it features brief pen-portraits of both of his parents as well as remembered 



details of his own childood.3 In 1982, the last eight of the fourteen stories 
listed above were republished in large print format by Chivers Press, Bath, 
as The Cornish Farm. Though often cited as a second volume of WG short 
stories,4 The Cornish Farm contains nothing not previously found in The 
Japanese Girl. 
 
Reviews  
 
The Japanese Girl & Other Stories by Winston Graham  
 
Winston Graham is always a very practiced entrepreneur of a genre which 
incorporates a good many traditional features and primarily suspense and 
you will recognize many of the backgrounds here (Cornwall, the [boxing] 
ring, Sotheby's) which have occasioned some of his novels.  
 
There are fourteen short stories here of assorted length and strength: the 
disappearance and / or discovery of a "Medici Ear-ring" which becomes an 
affair of qualified trust; the lifelong vigil in Cornwall for a sailor who comes 
out of the mist; the convict who breaks jail, steals a car and borrows a 
bicycle to see his own child, a hit-and-run victim; the phantasmagoria of 
"The Island" and further possession in a tenanted "Basket Chair"; while the 
title story deals with the best-laid plan to make off with a large sum of 
money, deliberately serve a jail sentence, and then enjoy it fully when ... 
 
Mr. Graham needs no introduction and his showmanship is so assured that 
it does seem decisive. (Kirkus) 
 
A collection of short stories by a master craftsman. (Daily Telegraph)  
 
The Japanese Girl by Winston Graham is a collection of short stories, of 
which [the title story] is perhaps the best. It would do credit to O. Henry 
and is nearly as good a yarn as [that writer's] classic "Gift of the Magi". One 
or two of the stories are rather slight; almost fragmentary ς for example 
"The Island" which I felt fell short of the mark. "The Medici Ear-ring" and 
"At the Chalet Lartrec" are excellent and none of the stories is dull. I do 
enjoy short stories as well as poetry as a change from my more constant 
diet of novels and this is an extremely good collection. (The Lockhart Post 
Register) 



Throughout The Japanese Girl there is displayed a masterly profession-
alism. (Sunday Telegraph) 
 
The Japanese Girl by Winston Graham, [though] a mixed bag, is definitely 
a worthwhile read. 
 
"The Medici Ear-ring", a mystery that tries the friendship of all those 
present, [features] a twist ending; possibly an early foray into the realm of 
the unreliable narrator concept. 
 
"/ƻǘǘȅΩǎ /ƻǾŜ" is Χ ŀƴ atmospheric tale about unrequited love Χ Graham 
has the pleasant knack of putting the reader in the scene, whether it's that 
cove or elsewhere: "Χ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛƴ ƛŎƛƴƎ ǎǳƎŀǊ ƻƴ 
branch and brick and flag, and the pools in the dented road are glazing over 
like the eyes of a man dying." Or this: "The bay windows spread wide like 
an alderman's waistcoat." I particularly liked this: "Then with sweat crawl-
ing all over him like a nest of worms, he jerked ahead." 
 
"At the Chalet Lartrec" comes of "being benighted on the Bernina Pass in 
the first snow of winter", Graham says Χ He creates eeriness with few 
words: "There was no one about, and the wind whistled through the slit 
between the houses like an errand boy with bad teeth." Χ Another fine 
twist in this tale, too. 
 
"The Cornish Farm" Χ has plenty of atmosphere, as well as humour Χ A 
tale of mystery and perhaps madness; the reader must decide. 
 
"The Basket Chair" ƛǎ ŀ Χ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǘŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻŀƭŘ 5ŀƘƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
"Jacka's Fight" Χ ƛǎ Χ an excellent pugilistic tale. 
 
At the book's publication, the Sunday Times said, "Real versatility in setting 
and background." That sums up this collection. If you appreciate short 
story writing, you should enjoy many of these examples. (Nik Morton) 

 
 
 

Page 253: Doubleday, 1972 / Chivers Press, 1982 



     

 
(b) UNCOLLECTED, PUBLISHED 
 
WG was not a prolific writer of short stories. Nonetheless, in addition to 
the fourteen pieces collected in The Japanese Girl, at least eight others 
were published during his lifetime: 
 

(1) CRYSTAL CLEAR (in Windsor Magazine, Volume 84, # 502, 
October 1936)  
 
(2) MYSTERY AT BROME (in Windsor Magazine, Volume 88, # 
526, October 1938)  
 
(3) THE SUNCHURCH WONDER (in John Bull, 7 June 1958) 
 
(4) THE CIRCUS (in Winter's Crimes Volume 6, ed. George 
Hardinge, Macmillan, 1974; also in at least nine other short 
fiction anthologies5 and the Australian Women's Weekly of 23 
April 1975)  



(5) NOTHING IN THE LIBRARY (in Winter's Crimes Volume 19, 
ed. Hilary Hale, Macmillan, 1987)  
 
(6) ECLIPSE (in the Sunday Express Magazine of 8 August 1999, 
to help publicise the Pan Macmillan paperback edition of The 
Ugly Sister) 
 
(7) THE HORSE DEALER (a Jud Paynter story serialised in three 
parts in regional newspaper the Western Morning News on 23 
April, 30 April and 7 May 2002, to promote Bella Poldark)  
 
(8) MEETING DEMELZA (another Poldark spin-off, this time in 
Scryfa, Volume 1, ed. Simon Parker, Giss 'On Books, March 
2003) 

 
In May 2002, Simon Parker interviewed WG in his St. Austell hotel bedroom 
to help generate publicity for the then newly-published Bella Poldark. In 
2015, he recalled the encounter:  
 

At the time of our meeting, I was also about to unveil a new 
venture, a journal called Scryfa which intended to celebrate the 
best of contemporary Cornish writing. Scryfa eventually ran to 
twelve issues, but ahead of its launch I was looking for a high 
profile idea to help promote that first issue.  
 
Ever interested in what other writers were up to, Winston was 
fascinated to hear of a journal that promised to be a worthy 
successor to Denys Val Baker's Cornish Review [see page 389] 
Χ and Sir Arthur Quiller Couch's Cornish Magazine Χ  
 
Quick as a flash, he said: "I'll write you a story for Scryfa!"  
 
Slightly taken aback by such a generous offer from this giant of 
Cornish literature, I nevertheless metaphorically bit his hand 
off.  
 
The result was Meeting Demelza Χ6  



     
 

     
 

In the period 1935-8, Windsor magazine published three WG stories (Oct. 
1938 issue shown) / Scryfa, Volume I, Giss 'On Books, 2003 / Between July 



1965 and May 1971, Argosy published ten WG stories (Sept. 1970 issue 
shown) / Between May 1947 and January 1959, John Bull published five 
serialised WG novels and three stories (7 June 1958 issue shown). 
 
Below: WG's COTTY's COVE first appeared in this Denys Val Baker-edited 
anthology published by the Museum Press in 1951. In the period 1975-83, 
Baker anthologised a further ten WG stories for William Kimber and one 
(JACKA'S FIGHT) for Penguin. 

 

  



Note: THE MAN FROM THE MOOR (John Bull, 24 January 1959) is an early 
version of GIBB, anthologised "stories" "Dinner at Trenwith" and "Jud's 
Funeral" are nothing more than chapters excerpted from Ross Poldark and 
Jeremy Poldark respectively, the 1954 North American syndicated "comp-
lete novel" Cornish Masque (see page 110) is a heavily abridged version of 
Warleggan and the BBC Radio 4 Extra story "Ross and Demelza", first 
broadcast in March 2014, is another Ross Poldark lift ς thus nothing new. 

 

    
 

Macmillan, 1974 and 1987 

 
(C) UNCOLLECTED, UNPUBLISHED 
 
The RCM Graham archive holds manuscript copies of four unpublished WG 
stories: 
 
(1) SIGH NO MORE, LADY  
 
An undated typescript of 29 pages or about 7,000 words, SIGH NO MORE, 
LADY opens in the compartment of a passenger train in Milan station. 
George Carroll is alone. A young lady in a light grey suit, attractive but 



agitated, steps in, deposits her suitcase and leaves. When the train starts 
to move and she hasn't returned, he looks out to see her standing at the 
end of the platform in animated conversation with a man. In order that she 
might not be parted from her luggage, he throws it out of the window. A 
few moments later, the lady re-enters the compartment. "I'm fearfully 
sorry," he blusters. "Foolish confusion of light grey costumes ..."  
 
She's a vexed Swiss miss called Vreni Hemminger and you can probably 
write the ending for yourself. Fun of the forgettable kind.  
 
(2) THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY  
 
A short and patently true story of a broiler chicken that, having escaped its 
crate when factory-bound, finds itself in WG's garden. The bird is adopted, 
rehabilitated, christened Tuesday and eventually, due to the Grahams' 
travel commitments, re-settled with an obliging neighbour.  
 
Probably dates from 1961, the year WG spent, between homes, in Uckfield. 
Six typed pages. 
 
(3) MILLENNIUM  
 
The lead character in ECLIPSE (see page 255), Miss Hester Trelawney-Tre-
woofe, is reprised in this weak handwritten late-era story of 3,530 words. 
Though the RCM catalogue dates it "2002/2003", that cannot be right, for 
it is followed in its notebook by jottings concerning Paul and Daisy Kellow 
that WG must have set down during the composition of Bella Poldark, 
which was published in May 2002. MILLENNIUM was probably written in 
2000.  
 
(4) CHRISTMAS AT NAMPARA, 1820  
 
In the closing chapter of the final Poldark novel, Bella Poldark, Demelza 
tells Mrs Pelham:  
 

I am planning this Christmas party ... Ross and I and Bella are 
leaving for home next Thursday. Christopher will come down 
with Edward and Clowance on Saturday. Dwight and Caroline 



will certainly join in with their children. Then my daughter-in-
law Cuby ς who I think you have never met ς with my grand-
daughter, will certainly be there ... For me this will be a very 
important party. It will be quite small, but I did want all my 
friends, and you, dear Mrs Pelham, I count as one of the 
dearest.  

 
The book ends before the party takes place ς but it took place nonetheless, 
described by WG in a 24-page typescript that, potently nostalgic, reads as 
though it was originally conceived as a capstone for novel and saga both 
(though, like the published text, the extant notebook manuscript con-
cludes ς see page 238 ς with the crossing of the Tamar). All the same, coda 
or not, within Bella or without, CHRISTMAS AT NAMPARA, 1820 remains 
for Ross and Demelza, for Dwight and Caroline, for Clowance and Edward, 
for Cuby and Philip, for Bella and Christopher, and for Winston Graham, 
creator of them all, the true Poldark adieu.  
 
(5) SERGEI'S BROTHER 
 
The RCM archive also includes a letter dated 23 December 1937 from WG's 
first literary agent, R. P. Watt, of A. P. Watt & Son. He writes:  
 

Dear Mr. Graham, 
 
I am glad to be able to tell you that we have received a very 
favourable report on your "SERGEI'S BROTHER" and as I think 
that it may be of interest to you, I quote below an extract from 
it. Our reader wrote:  
 

"This story is neither a commercialised affair, 
written mechanically to a formula, nor is it a shape-
less product of esoterism. It has a plot, very good 
background, and it is about something. This theme 
is religious, suggesting that the experiences of a 
priest flying incognito from Russia in 1917 may be 
related to the feelings of Peter in Matthew Ch. 26. 
This is my own crude version: Mr. Graham is 
careful to underline nothing."  



and he added:  
 

"This story seems to me to possess real literary 
distinction: I have a high regard for Mr. Graham's 
writing." 

 
Unfortunately, although the RCM catalogue lists two typescripts of 
SERGEI'S BROTHER, both are missing from the archive. 

 

 
 

Illustration from ECLIPSE, Sunday Express Magazine, 8 August 1999 


